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NCD for Endothelial Cell Photography (80.8)
Publication Number
100-3

Manual Section Number
80.8

Version Number
1

Effective Date of this Version
8/31/1992

Benefit Category
Diagnostic Tests (other)

Note: This may not be an exhaustive list of all applicable Medicare benefit categories
for this item or service.

Coverage Topic
Diagnostic Tests, X-rays, and Lab Services

Item/Service Description

Endothelial cell photography involves the use of a specular microscope to determine
the endothelial cell count. It is used by ophthalmologists as a predictor of success of
ocular surgery or certain other ocular procedures.

Indications and Limitations of Coverage

Endothelial cell photography is a covered procedure under Medicare when reasonable
and necessary for patients who meet one or more of the following criteria:

e Have slit lamp evidence of endothelial dystrophy (cornea guttata),
e Have slit lamp evidence of corneal edema (unilateral or bilateral),
e Are about to undergo a secondary intraocular lens implantation,

e Have had previous intraocular surgery and require cataract surgery,






