Medicare Reimbursement  


From: Coverage Issues Appendix

50-38 Endothelial Cell Photography (Specular Microscopy) (Effective for services rendered on and after August 19, 1983)

CPT Medicare Code for specular microscopy  #92286

Endothelial cell photography involves the use of a specular microscope to determine the endothelial cell count. It is used by Eyecare Specialists as a predictor of success of ocular surgery or certain other ocular procedures. Endothelial cell photography is a covered procedure under Medicare when reasonable and necessary for patients who meet one or more of the following criteria:

Diagnosis Code

1.Slit lamp evidence of endothelial dystrophy (cornea guttata) #371.57

2.Slit lamp evidence of corneal edema (unilateral or bilateral) #371.20

3.About to undergo a secondary intraocular lens implantation

4.Has had previous intraocular surgery and requires cataract surgery

5.About to undergo a surgical procedure associated with the higher risk to the corneal endothelium; i.e., phacoemulsification or refractive surgery (see #35-54 for excluded refractive procedures)

6.Evidence of posterior polymorphous dystrophy of the cornea or irido-corneal endothelial syndrome

1. About to be fitted with extended wear contact lenses after      

          interocular surgery

